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State building its case against Walker suspect

BY DANNY GALLAGHER, McKinney Courier-Gazette
(Created: Saturday, April 28, 2007)
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The Collin County District Attorney's Office has 
filed several pieces of evidence to start building 
its case against 26-year-old Kosoul 
Chanthakoummane, who faces a charge of 
capital murder and possibly the death penalty.

Chanthakoummane is accused of stabbing Sarah 
Anne Walker, 40, of Frisco, during a robbery 
attempt on July 8, 2006 in a model home 
located in the 5700 block of Conch Train Road 
where she worked as a real estate agent for 
D.R. Horton. The DA's Office is seeking the death penalty.

Collin County First Assistant District Attorney Greg Davis filed a “designation of
witnesses” on April 13 in 380th District Court that lists 141 law enforcement officers
and civilians who could possibly testify in the trial scheduled for Oct. 10, according to
court records filed in the Collin County District Clerk's Office.

They include members of Walker and Chanthakoummane's families as well as 
members of the McKinney, Frisco, Allen, Carrollton and Rowlett police departments, 
the Collin County and Harris County sheriff's offices, the Texas Department of Public 
Safety, the McKinney Fire Department, the Collin County Medical Examiner, the Union 
County Sheriff's Office of North Carolina, the U.S. Marshals and Secret Service, the 
FBI and the North Carolina Department of Corrections.

The DA's Office also filed a “notice of intent” to use several expert witnesses on the
stand, including two employees from the Southwest Institute for Forensic Sciences to
discuss DNA sources, two members of the Texas Special Prosecution Unit to discuss
acts of violence in prison, a McKinney police crime lab detective to discuss fingerprint
comparisons, and two dentists from Dallas and Plano to discuss a bite mark found on
Walker's body. Collin County Medical Examiner Dr. William Rohr confirmed examiners
found a bite mark on Walker's neck.

Chanthakoummane's past criminal history will also play a role in the state's case if 
and when they reach the punishment phase of the trial. One of those cases includes 
an aggravated robbery and kidnapping out of Union County, N.C. According to North 
Carolina Public Safety and Corrections officials and reports, Chanthakoummane 
pleaded guilty to and received 11 years in prison for two counts each of 
second-degree kidnapping and robbery with a dangerous weapon on Aug. 6, 1998.
According to a Union County Sheriff's Office incident report dated July 17, 1997, he 
and an unidentified 14-year-old accomplice forced Gertrude Reid, 84, of Matthews, 
N.C., and Betty Cash, 75, of Indian Trail, N.C., into their home at gunpoint, tied them 
up with an electrical cord and stole their money and their car. He was 16 years old at 
the time.
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He was on parole in Texas after serving his sentence for the kidnapping at the time of 
Walker's death, Texas Department of Criminal Justice officials said.

The DA's Office also submitted several bank statements from Chanthakoummane's 
checking and savings account with Wachovia Bank dated from April 3, 2006-Aug. 7, 
2006. The account statements show on April 6, 2006, he had approximately $850 in 
his checking account and $1,010 in his savings account, but both dropped to zero 
within four months, according to court records.

Meanwhile, Chantha-koummane's attorneys are also working on their case. Steven
Miears, Chanthakoummane's attorney, filed a motion to allow them to inspect the
scene of the murder, something they have only been able to do so far through
photographs and videos because of “difficulties” with the current owner, Miears said.

A hearing for the motion is scheduled for May 10, but Miears said he believes they will 
be able to resolve the matter by then and the hearing will not be necessary.

Attempts were made to reach Davis for comment, but phone calls were not returned 
by presstime.

Contact Danny Gallagher at dgallagher@acnpapers.com. To post comments online, 
access this story at www.scntx.com.
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