


The Maine “Real Estate Rapist” Appeals “Life Sentence” | The Real Esta... http://www.therealestatebloggers.com/2006/09/21/the-maine-real-estate-...

2 of 6 4/10/2007 10:32 PM

Related Posts

‘Real estate rapist’ Sentencing Coming Up
Cyntoia Brown Sentenced to 51 Years to Life for Real Estate Agent Murder in Nashville
Fed Up Maine Sellers Looking For Alternative to the MLS
Interested in a Cruise on the Maine Coast?
Massachusetts Legislature Approves Streamlining Permitting For Developers

5 responses so far ↓

Richard Johnston // Sep 22, 2006 at 4:53 am

There are several precautions agents should take to safeguard their security at an open house.

1. Ask the owner to be there.
2. Ask another agent to help you with your open house.
3. leave several doors open and windows open in case you need to call for help.
4. Have a cell phone handy.
5. Dont wear high heels.

I believe the Realtor.com website has more ideas..

Todd Hodgen // Sep 23, 2006 at 3:14 pm

I agree that it is always good to have someone with you at an open house. However, I don’t necessarily agree
it is good to have the seller there. From a marketing position, it’s never good to have the seller in the home
when others are looking at it. The second issue is one of liability. I believe agents have a duty to inform their
clients of potential safety issues and educate them on how to minimize them. A client safety form that
outlines steps to lower those risks is a good start.

Speaking to the neighbors about your hours of the open house is a great tip. If they know you are there, they
will know that anything suspicious needs to be watched.

I have several opinions about having several doors open as well. Unfortunately, you need to control who
comes in and out of that home. With several doors open, it is difficult to control the situation. I do believe
strongly that the curtains should be opened, so it is easy to see inside the home during an open house. This
will also keep predators awas if they see the home is not going to conceal their attack.

It is always good to have your cell phone with you. But do not rely  on it as your primary method of survival.
We all know how reliable cell phones can be in residential areas - not much at all. It’s essential that agents
take a self defense course so they understand the methods of escape, reasons to escape, and timing of it.
Having something to get the attention of others is always good, as the attacker has no idea who it will attract.

We have a very complete safety tips section on our website at Realguard.com. We also have an extensive list
of news stories about agents being attacked, which is a great read to help agents understand the situations 
they need to avoid.

Author - we have a real estate safety blog you may be interested in at http://realestatesafety.com/blog

Scared Monkeys // Sep 26, 2006 at 3:55 pm
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[…] Read the full story at The Real Estate Bloggers. […]

Bethany Jo // Jan 30, 2007 at 8:26 pm

In the case of Oliver Hooper, I have one question. How can a man be convicted of a crime if there is
absolutely no DNA, hair or other evidence connecting him to the crime? Is Hooper the right man behind bars?
I think that if there is no evidence, no man should be convicted. Hooper was just a man in the wrong place at
the wrong time who couldn’t afford a good enough lawyer to point out these obvious doubts.

sara // Feb 6, 2007 at 10:58 pm

They did have evidence in the case of Oliver Hooper, and He had also visited many other people’s houses
trying the same thing. He didnt cooperate with police and he had nothing to say in court.

Leave a Comment

Name

Mail

Website

Submit

Search It!

To search, type and hit e


